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I feel that my narrative could be used in both a Grade 5 and Grade 8 classroom (some changes may need to be made according to the strengths of a specific class).

Grade 5; Cluster 1 – Maintaining a Healthy Body; Specific Learning Outcomes: 5-1-01 Using appropriate vocabulary; 5-1-09 Identify components of the human body’s defenses against infections, and describe their role in defending the body against infection; 5-1-10 Identify the major components of the respiratory and circulatory systems, and describe the role of each system in the human body; 5-1-11 Describe how the human body gets rid of waste.
Grade 8; Cluster 1 – Cells and Systems; Specific Learning Outcomes: 8-1-01 Use appropriate vocabulary; 8-1-02 Identify characteristics of living things, and describe how different living things exhibit these characteristics; 8-1-10 Describe structural and functional relationships among cells, tissues, organs, and systems; 8-1-13 Identify components of blood and describe the function of each; 8-1-16 Identify components of the primary and secondary defence systems of the human body, and describe their roles.
The Blood Line
“Good evening and thank you for joining us for ‘News at Nine’.  I’m Sue Red-Blood and this is ‘The Blood Line’.  A lot has been going on here in Bloodstream City today.  Our top story is rather scary and so for all you parents out there you might want to have your little cells leave the room for a few moments.  


Earlier today it was discovered by a Special Patrol Unit that the dreaded Virus T had secretly invaded our precious city.  He was intending to gather forces and wreak havoc on our peaceful, well-flowing way of life.  Thankfully our Special Patrol Unit was being as vigilant as ever and they were able to detect his movements and quickly surrounded him.  Once they had him surrounded they radioed for back-up from other members of the unit.  The patrols quickly discovered the key to Virus T’s downfall and the threat he posed was wiped out.  On behalf of all the staff here at The Blood Line, and I’m sure the majority of Bloodstream City’s citizens, I want to thank the members of the Special Patrol Unit – where would we be without you, our White Blood Cells and your skills with antibodies!


Okay folks, feel free to invite the little cells back into the room now.  As I’m sure most of you are aware, Bloodstream City has had the threat of a strike looming over its flow for the past few weeks.  Well, today I had a chance to speak with the head of the union to discuss what exactly it is they are asking for in terms of renewing their contract.  Their demands seemed pretty reasonable to me, but I’ll let you decide how you feel about all this.  This ambitious group of broken bits of cells is simply asking that they receive greater recognition from all political parties of Bloodstream City.  The head of the union, John Cell, pointed out to me that although the lungs, heart, liver, and all the other organs are needed for the body to function he and his fellow union members are the key to survival.  He reminded me that without him and his team members all it would take is one small cut for Bloodstream City to suddenly be reduced to Collapsed Vein County!  I asked John Cell to give me a brief overview of exactly what it is that his job responsibilities include.  I’m going to give you a direct quote from him so that I’m sure to include everything he told me…’We are broken bits of cell that float throughout Bloodstream City.  When the body is cut we rush to that area and catch on the rough edges of the cut.  We contain chemicals that help to form blood clots by making sticky little threads across the cut.  Sometimes we are even referred to as plugs!  We are created in the bone marrow and without us everyone in Bloodstream City could easily find themselves unemployed!!’  So, as you can see John Cell is quite passionate about his fight for recognition for his team members and himself.  The only other demand that the union has issued is a desire for an annual Christmas Party at which the mayor of Bloodstream City dresses up as Santa and hands out presents.  All in all I feel that for the work they do, our friendly, neighborhood platelets definitely deserve a little recognition and if the mayor won’t dress up as Santa for them, I will!

Before we close off today I want to send a message to all our unemployed viewers out there.  The Bloodstream City council is looking for some reliable clear, yellowish fluid.  You must be 90% water and 10% substances needed for survival.  Job responsibilities will include moving throughout the body, carrying nutrients to all parts of the body, carrying wastes away from different areas of the body, and bringing our germ fighters to the places they are needed.  The pay will be substantial and dental benefits are included.  If you think you would be interested in being the river of Bloodstream City please respond by emailing plasma-centre@bloodmail.com.


Well folks, that concludes another evening of ‘News at Nine’.  Thanks for making ‘The Blood Line’ your nightly news provider.  I’m Sue Red-Blood, have a great evening and remember - life flows fast, every now and again you need to stop and smell the blood cells.”

Questions:

1. Identify whether white blood cells are a primary or secondary defence system for the human body and justify your answer.

2. What does plasma do?  Name three things.

3. Identify where white blood cells, platelets and plasma are formed. 


4. What is the life span for white blood cells, platelets and plasma.  Compare their life spans to that of at least three other types cells found within the body.
